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Relationship between Passive Use of Social Network
Site and Materialism Among College Students: the
Intermediary Role of Upward Social Comparison

MEI Ya-qi’

(Anhui Medical University, Hefei Anhui 230601)

ABSTRACT: Objective To explore the mediating effect of ascending social comparison between
passive use of social network site and materialism among college students. Methods A total of 499 students
from the School of Nursing of Anhui Medical University were investigated by using the passive use of social
network site scale, social comparison tendency scale and materialism scale. Results (D Passive use of social
network site is positively correlated with social comparison tendency (ability, opinion) and materialism
(success, center, happiness) (P<0.01); @ Social comparison tendency (ability, opinion) plays a partial
mediating role between passive use of social network site and materialism. Conclusion Passive use of social

network site can directly affect materialism and indirectly through upward social comparison.
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